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The Bello Art Stimulus originally scheduled for Saturday May 23rd was rescheduled 
due to flooding, for Saturday June 6th. A great deal of extra work went into 
rescheduling the event with a number of participants and one of the presenters, Rob 
Cleary, not being able to attend on the new date. However, the forum did actually 
pick up new attendees for the event and the day was action packed with lots of 
information disseminated to the 24 people including 18 participants and 6 presenters 
attending the event. 
 

The Bellingen Memorial Hall presented a large venue 
for our group and Tony Allison spent a number of hours 
setting the scene to welcome our participants with 
music and the compilation time-lapse video of the Big 
City Freaks and Ashley Johnston’s aerosol mural 
completed at the Great Lakes Forum, on the big screen 
that dissects the space of the old Mem Hall. 
Unfortunately some technical hitches prevented this 
part of the scene proceeding. The screen still divided 

the space between the hall entry and where the “Speed Dating” scene was set for 
our first time daters in Bellingen. The venue for the event’s presentations was the 
downstairs gallery and kitchen space. 
 
Ashley Johnston continued to develop his 
professional practice as a speaker on the 
BuildingBlox events circuit and presented his 
perspective as a young emerging artist to 
audiences that, though mainly older, have engaged 
enthusiastically with both his creative practice and 
how he has developed his arts business. Ash 
spoke about his studio as an artist run initiative, the 
Big City Freaks partnership and developing the 
partnership’s website. Ashley received positive 
feedback from the audience at the event and also in a forum feedback survey. 
 

Jan Allsopp was engaged to develop and deliver a 
presentation about ETSY an American organisation, with a 
large international reach. ETSY is an online “handmade” 
selling organisation for artists and craftspeople. Most of the 
forum participants had not heard of ETSY and Jan discussed 
her successes as an artist in having her own virtual shop The 
Little Shop of Horus and the range of business and networking 
opportunities that ETSY provides including DUST, the 
Australian team or chapter of the organisation. Jan’s delivery 
and presentation held forum participants riveted with lots of 



questions and requests for more information. Jan had great feedback from the forum 
and has been booked for both the Manning Regional Art Gallery and The 
Glasshouse forum events. From the enthusiastic response from the Bello Forum 
event, Jan is looking at the viability of running workshops in setting up ETSY shops 
for artists and craftspeople. 
 

Louise Rawson Harris presented on the Nexus 
Community Gallery and the Bellingen Arts Council 
and the history, structure and the successes of the 
partnership and creative community based gallery. 
Louise also spoke on the Bellingen Art Prize and the 
importance of drawing the creative community 
together for such events. 
 

Maryanne Priest delivered a presentation on her 
experiences operating her commercial gallery, Greenstone Gallery and the difficulties 
that commercial galleries and artists alike, are facing in the current economic climate. 
Maryanne also spoke about the future development of the Greenstone Gallery as a 
virtual gallery, marketing mid north coast artists internationally. This is being 
developed as the International Market Development component of the BuildingBlox 
project. The forum participants were positive about the Greenstone “virtual” Gallery.  
 

After lunch Louise and Maryanne were our directors for our “Speed Dating” artists. 
Based on the Visual Artists Networks (VAN) “SpeedDating” event, BuildingBlox tried 
out the concept, at the Bello Forum with much 
success. In fact one of our participants who had visited 
the VAN event the week before in Bangalow said it had 
been a crushing experience for her in comparison to 
the Bello Speed Dating that was a much friendlier 
version. Twelve of the 18 participants selected to have 
the six minute session with a director of their choice 
and the majority came away with a better sense of 
direction of where to take their work and how to better 
present it and themselves. The “Speed Dating” sessions were an opportunity to 
present to a Gallery Director and to gain the advice, information and confidence to 
take the steps in approaching galleries.  
 

Forum artists also brainstormed with much enthusiasm Approaches to 
strengthening our identity in the marketplace,  as well as participating in feedback 
for Getting it All Together  for a MNC Visual Arts & Crafts Association & website.  
Many of the forum participants came from outside the area, with only 4 of the 18 
participants coming from Bellingen. The day was enjoyed by all with four of the forum 
participants booking in to attend the Audience & Marketing workshop held at the 
Nexus Gallery in Bellingen on June 21st. 
 

  
 



Bello Art Stimulus – Forum  
Bellingen Memorial Hall  - Bellingen 

Saturday June 6th 2009 
 
 

 Itinerary  
 

10.00am – 10.20am 
 

Registrations – Coffee & Tea 
 

10.20am – 10.30am 
 
 
10.30 am – 11.00am 
 
 
11.00am – 11.30am 

Julia Morrell – BuildingBlox overview &  
Bello Art Stimulus introductions 
 
Ashley Johnston – Big City Freaks artists in 
partnership & Open Studio – Artist run initiatives    
 
Julia Morrell – About galleries & alternative venues   
 

11.30am – 12.00pm  
 
12.00pm - 12.30pm  

Jan Allsopp: Etsy & handmade selling on line 
 
Tony Allison: On Line Networking & other sites 

 
12.30pm – 1.00pm 

 
Getting it all together! Discussion 
 Mid North Coast Arts & Crafts Association & website 

 
1.00pm – 1.30pm 
 
1.30pm – 2.00pm 
 
 
2.00pm – 2.30pm 

 
Lunch 

 
Louise Rawson Harris: Nexus and building creative 
communities. 
 
Maryanne Priest – Greenstone Gallery & Beyond 
 

2.30pm – 3.00pm 
 

Speed dating for artists  with Louise & Maryanne 
 

3.00pm – 3.15pm 
 
3.15pm – 4.00pm 
 
 
 
 
Forum Close 

Afternoon Tea 
 
Panel & participant discussion: Creative 
Approaches to strengthening our identity in the 
marketplace  – Panel: Louise Rawson Harris, 
Maryanne Priest & all. 
  
 

 


