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Dr. Leigh Summers presenting – It’s not a Jungle out there & How to engage with a 
Regional Gallery to the forum participants 
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Mining the Market Forum  
Coffs Harbour Regional Gallery 

 
The Mining the Market Forum  was held at the Coffs Harbour 
Regional Gallery on Sunday March 29th and featured presentations 
by Dr. Leigh Summers, Alexandra Byrne, John Mawhinney, Dave 
Jones, Ashley Johnston & Tony Allison. Including the presenters 
there were 22 participants who attended the forum representing 
diverse practice across the spectrum of visual artists and crafts.  
 
Each of the speakers was given focus points to draw from their own 
experiences in addressing the topic of the forum: Audience & Market 
Development. The forum material presented included information 
about: 
 

· Galleries & Exhibition venues in Sydney 
· Alternative spaces including Artist Run Initiatives 

in Sydney  
· Alternative Craft Fairs in Sydney 
· Marketing experiences on the Mid North Coast  
· Effective promotional materials 
· What galleries expect artists to present 
· The importance of networking 
· Opportunities created with artist collaborations  
· Considering economies of scale for sending 

works to competitions beyond the  region 

A great deal of information was covered throughout 
the forum and participants were engaged in the 
process, asking questions of the presenters as 
particular areas of interest arose. The presenters 
were invited to engage in a panel discussion with 
the forum participants to discuss whether the 
perception of Coffs Harbour being a cultural desert 
rang true and what could be done about the 
perception. Unfortunately, we ran out of time to give 
this session the time it deserved. 

A value added measure to the forum was artist/presenters bringing 
examples of their work to place on display in the gallery allowing 
extra engagement of the participants to the presenters as artists. The 
forum finished with a preview tour of Ashley Johnston’s new space 
where participants were shown Ashley’s studio as well as his Graf Art 
Mural work. 
The participants left the forum with a show bag of promotional 
resource materials and full of ideas about moving forward as artists. .  



 3 
 

Mining the Market – Forum  
(Audience & Market Development) 

Coffs Harbour Regional Gallery 
Sunday March 29th, 2009 

 
Agenda  

 
 
10.00am – 10.30am 
 

Registrations – Coffee & Tea 
 

10.30am – 10.45am 
 

Julia Morrell – BuildingBlox Project Coordinator: 
Overview of BBlox project 
 

10.45am – 11.15am 
 

John Mawhinney: Chaos & Order :  A regional artist 
and how he works.  
 

11.15am – 11.45am 
  

Alexandra Byrne: Bondi to Bulgaria  a regional 
artist’s journey from the Mid North Coast 
 

11.45am – 12.15pm 
 

Dave Jones: Growing the Industry Naturally : A 
Regional artist’s 20 year perspective.  

 
12.15pm – 12.45pm 

 
Tony Allison: Marketing Materials : What to use & 
how to use it 

 
12.45pm – 1.45pm 

 
Lunch 

 
1.45 pm – 2.15pm 

 
Dr. Leigh Summers: It’s not a Jungle out there & 
How to engage with a Regional Gallery.   
 

2.15pm – 2.45pm 
 

Panel Discussion with forum participants:  
Audiences & Cultural Deserts Going or Growing.  
Panel:  Dave Jones, John Mawhinney, Dr. Leigh 
Summers & Alexandra Byrne  
 

2.45pm – 3.15pm 
 

Ashley Johnston: Snarl an emerging artist’s 
perspective about issues facing young and emerging 
artists and stepping up to the plate with a new 
exhibition space. 

 
3.15pm – 3.30pm 

 
Afternoon Tea  

 
3.30pm – 4.00pm 

 
Preview of Ashley Johnston’s new gallery space 
Open Gallery  

  
 


