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Christine Maria Jarrett, Milton Budge & Natalie Bateman – in front of Maria’s artwork at 
the MV Gallery at Gladstone in Dreaming & Beyond 2 exhibition as part of the Forum 
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Dreaming & Beyond to Deadly Design – Kempsey Forum 

 
The focus for this forum held at the newly launched Dunghutti-Ngaku Gallery in 
Kempsey was in Audience and Market development with a strong emphasis on 
industry information delivery, gallery and exhibiting opportunities and promotion of 
relevant programs including Foundations for our Future and networking opportunities. 
Presenters at the forum included acclaimed artists Richard Campbell and Milton 
Budge, commercial gallery representative Julia Johnston, Regional Arts NSW 
research officer Ruben Allas and AMNC’s Alison Page and Alison Williams. (See 
attached Itinerary)  
 
The forum successfully engaged Indigenous artists from across the Mid North Coast 
areas of Coffs Harbour, Nambucca, Kempsey and Taree. A total of 33 participants 
attended the forum representing different locations, industry and arts practice.  

The location for the forum at the new 
Dunghutti-Ngaku gallery provided a 
relaxed informal space with access from 
the gallery to the enclosed courtyard 
area where a BBQ lunch was served. 
Thanks to Jann Kesby for supporting the 
BuildingBlox project in using the venue. 
Elder, Bob Mumbler spoke about the 
significance of local Indigenous arts to 
the region and the importance of the 
gathering of people from across the  
region in the Welcome to Country that 

opened the forum. Alison Page spoke 
on the Foundations for our Future 
Project and other current initiatives 

affecting Indigenous creative practice. Richard Campbell spoke about his 
experiences as an artist and described the importance of working in different ways to 
deliver income from art and held the audience in awe of his intricate paintings 
projected throughout his presentation. I delivered a presentation on Gallery 
perspectives and the differences between 
galleries and commission structures. 
Following this was Julia Johnston’s 
presentation on working as a commercial 
gallery owner with desert artists and art 
centres including Papunya Tula.  Local artist 
Tony Hardt spoke about the benefits of his 
artist relationship with Julia and the Cooinda 
Gallery. Alison Williams discussed her project 
Living Map and spoke on the importance of 
using quality materials and Ruben Allas 

spoke about mapping Indigenous artists 
across the region and the disparity of funding 
between states and approaches to improving 
opportunities for NSW Indigenous regional artists. Throughout the presentations 
participants were encouraged to ask questions and engage with the presenters about 
their own perspectives. In the afternoon Milton Budge took participants on a journey 
about his history as an artist spanning many exhibitions and galleries. Milton also 
fielded questions about materials and his unique painting techniques.  

Picture 1 -  Richard Campbell, Alison Page & Milton 
Budge pose for the Observor  – Photo - T Allison 

Picture 2 - Artist Tony Hardt on Cooinda 
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The Forum concluded with a tour of the Macleay Valley Community Art Gallery at 
Gladstone where the artwork of Milton Budge, Maria Christine Jarrett and Natalie 
Bateman was exhibited in conjunction with the forum. This part of the program was to 
highlight the opportunity that the MV Gallery offers to artists and for the potential of 
developing future exhibitions embracing Indigenous artists across the region. 
Barbara Huntington spoke about how the gallery operates and how it empowers 
artists in the processes of exhibiting work and Natalie Bateman spoke about what the 
experience of setting up the Dreaming & Beyond 2  Exhibition was like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The forum also engaged industry practitioners to think in new ways about strategies 
in improving the profile and opportunities of Indigenous artists and craftspeople on 
the Mid North Coast and this resounded in many comments made at the end of the 
forum event. 
 
In conclusion, the forum was successful because it presented a powerful opportunity 
in networking and this was evident throughout the day with artists speaking with each 
other, sharing work and enjoying the opportunity of exchanging information and 
extending invitations about events that they were involved in around the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Picture 3 – Alison Page -   Photo - T Allison 

 

Picture 4 – Milton Budge Sharing Stories 

Picture 5 – Breaming & Beyond Forum 
Showbag  

Picture 6 – Barbara Huntington at the 
Macleay Valley Gallery    Photo - T Allison 
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Dreaming & Beyond to Deadly Design – Forum  
Dunghutti-Ngaku Gallery Kempsey 

Wednesday April 29th, 2009 
Itinerary  

 
10.00am – 10.30am 
 

Registrations – Coffee & Tea 
 

10.30am – 10.35am 
 

10.35 am – 10.45am 

Bob Mumbler – Welcome to Country 
 

Julia Morrell – BuildingBlox & Forum overview 
 

10.45am – 11.15am 
 

Alison Page: Foundations of our Future   
 

11.15am – 11.45am 
  

Richard Campbell: A Regional Artist’s journey from 
the Mid North Coast   
 

11.45am – 12.00pm 
 

Julia Morrell:  Understanding Galleries   

12.00pm – 12.30pm 
 
 
12.30pm – 12.45 

Julia Johnston: Stories from Papunya Tula & How 
to work with a Commercial Gallery.  
 
Alison Williams: With the good oil on materials 

 
12.45pm – 1.15pm 

 
 Lunch  

 
1.15pm – 1.30pm 
 
 
1.30pm – 1.45pm 
 
 
 
 
1.45pm – 1.55pm 

 
Alison Page: Federal Government Trips & Tips  
Aboriginal art code of conduct  & Resale Royalties 
 
Ruben Allas: Creative Approaches to Arts 
Development South of the ‘Rowley’ Line   & The 
COFA Storylines Project – Dictionary of Australian 
Artists 
 
Alison Williams: Our Living Map - Calling all artists 
 

1.55pm – 3.10pm 
 

Regional Story Sharing - Strengthening our 
identity in the marketplace Panel Discussion with 
forum participants: Alison Page, Alison Williams, 
Richard Campbell & all 
 

3.10pm – 3.20pm 
 
3.20pm – 4.00pm 

Afternoon Tea 
 
Preview of Dreaming & Beyond 2 Exhibition – 
Milton Budge, Maria Christine Jarrett & Natalie 
Bateman & How to DIY at the Macleay Valley 
Community Gallery at Gladstone. Natalie Bateman 
talks us through it & Maria; Milton & Natalie share 
their art. (PTO for MAP – it is only 10 minutes and 
worth the time and trip to look at the space and the 
ART!) 

 


