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Lakes Art Stimulus Forum — Great Lakes Campus of TAFE Tuncurry

The Great Lakes Art Stimulus Forum was held at The Great Lakes campus of
TAFE on Saturday May 16". The forum event had a focus on network and
b partnership development and engaged 24
participants and presenters. A partnership
between the project and the TAFE’s
School of Art & Design’s staff also led to a
public art installation at the TAFE campus
that additionally engaged 120 high school
and TAFE students to the process of
aerosol art design and application.
Students also visited the Gallery Corridor
to view artworks by Ashley Johnston and
the Big City Freaks artists that were
exhibited as part of the forum event.

Ash speaks with school students about mural design

Art in Design Mural — Public Art Installation

Ashley Johnston and the Big City Freaks (BCF) team carried out the Art in Design
public art installation mural event. Ashley travelled from Coffs Harbour and the rest
of the BCF team including Mitch, Dean
and Scott travelled from Sydney to design
and produce the aerosol art mural over a ,
two-day period. This aspect of the event
came out of discussions with Steve
Williams the head teacher of the Art &
Design School who suggested the |
opportunity for Ashley to present a 't
demonstration workshop on aerosol art
while he was already in the region
delivering a presentation for the

BuildingBlox Forum. Steve Williams
asked whether we might be able to
secure funding for this additional event and after speaking with Annette Eassy the
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Students in the Gallery Corridor at Great Lakes TAFE




funding manager with Regional Arts NSW, | set about writing an application for a
QUICKS grant for Ashley Johnston to conduct the demonstration workshops and
mural installation, sought the letters of support and input from AMNC and additional
funding from TAFE for paint and in kind support. At the eleventh hour and with a
supportive call from Ben Sibson at Regional Arts NSW, | revised the application by
withdrawing the AMNC input and approached Homebase Youth Services to be the
applicant for the grant to get it over the line in time for the event at the Great Lakes
TAFE. Thankfully, Kylie Honor the Homebase Youth Services Manager and
Regional Arts NSW were respectfully supportive as the applicant and with the
revisions to the grant application.

As with each forum event, time is spent liaising with potential forum presenters and
unfortunately a number of those negotiations do not always come to fruition. Some
of the presenters who could not attend the forum included;

Mathew Mallia - Secret Gallery Artist, Stephen Michael King — author & illustrator
and Shane Doulton - Screen Print Business & ex Hot Tuna Designer. However,
Great Lakes TAFE's Art & Design teacher, Elizabeth Jones assisted in referring me
to other potential presenters including John Mawhinney and Ronnie Potter whose
connections with both the region and the forum’s theme of Network & Partnership
Development, made them perfect to present at the forum. Ronnie Potter spoke
about his experiences working as an artist for Tobwabba and the licensing and
royalty outcomes in selling his work through Tobwabba. John Mawhinney
presented on his partnership opportunities with Southern Cross Pottery and other
networking history. Councillor Leigh Vaughan also presented on the GLAN network
and Deb Tuckerman on ‘Working from Home’ and the courses that are run by
council to assist artists in developing their businesses. Other regional arts group
representation at the forum in presentations included Jen Nichols for MCAN and
Ross Sutherland for GLAS.

Prior to the commencement of the forum Ted
Bickford (OAM) opened the aerosol art mural.
Ted, renowned and admired for his strong
stance on graffiti vandalism took up the
challenge to speak about the differences
between legal artwork and illegal graffiti and
i Ashley Johnston and the Big City Freaks
4 gave a demonstration to the forum
participants before the forum commenced.

BCF demonstrate their talent pre forum On the Friday and

as a part of the
event documentation, Tony Allison set up and produced
a fantastic time-lapse record of the mural creation and
this was played in the theatre at the beginning of the
forum so that forum participants could appreciate the
hours of work involved in creating the artwork. Ashley
Johnston also presented at the forum and spoke about
his art and his gallery studio in Coffs Harbour. Forum
participants were also engaged in a discussion about
the potential formation of the Mid North Coast Visual

Steve Williams & Ted Bickford OAM




Arts & Crafts Association and website and were also surveyed about other aspects
of the project. The sample bags proved popular providing lots of information about
local, regional & national opportunities for funding and exhibiting.

The Forum concluded with Lester Searle - Faculty Manager, IT and Creative
Industries at TAFE North Coast, opening the exhibition of Ashley Johnston’s
artwork at the Gallery Corridor. The Forum event was equally successful in
engaging young people as engaging the more established arts groups and artists
from across the Great Lakes region. The TAFE venue provided interactive and
vibrant spaces for artist interaction on all levels in its art installation exterior space,
the theatre forum presentation area and the Gallery Corridor.

Lester Searle opens Ashley Jo hnston 's exhib ition at the Gallery Corridor and Steve
Williams congratulates Ashley on the mural and exhi bition

Big City Freaks Mitch (Pudl), Dean (Set) & Ashley (Snarl ) in front of the com pleted
mural




Great Lakes TAFE — Tuncurry

10.00am — 10.20am
10.20am — 10.35am

10.35 am — 10.45am

10.45am — 11.15am

11.15am - 11.30am
11.30am — 11.45am
11.45am -11.55am
11.55am — 12.30pm
12.30pm — 1.00pm
1.00pm — 1.30pm

1.30pm — 2.00pm

2.00pm — 2.20pm

2.20pm — 2.30pm

2.30pm - 3.30pm

3.30pm — 3.40pm

3.40pm — 4.00pm

Saturday May 16" 2009
Itinerary

Registrations — Coffee & Tea
Ted Bickford OAM - Unveiling of Graf Art Mural

Neil Hopkins acknowledges traditional owners &
housekeeping etc.

Julia Morrell — BuildingBlox overview &
About Galleries

Jen Nichols: MCAN — Myall Coast Arts Network
Leigh Vaughan: GLAN — Great Lakes Arts Network
Deb Tuckerman: Working from Home
John Mawhinney: Order & Chaos
Ashley Johnston: Open Studio

Lunch

Ronnie Potter: Tobwabba experiences &
Indigenous arts & crafts profile

Julia Morrell: Getting it all together! Discussion
North Coast Arts & Crafts Association & website

Ross Sutherland: Great Lakes Art Society

Panel & participant discussion & workshop: Creative
Approaches to strengthening our identity in the
marketplace — Panel: Ashley Johnston, John
Mawhinney, Ronnie Potter, Steve Williams, Elizabeth
Jones, GLAN, MCAN & GLAS

Afternoon Tea

Gallery Corridor — opening of exhibition of Ashley
Johnston’s recent artwork.



